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Community matters. I found a safe place to have a voice.  
There are all levels of writing, and all levels matter.

~ past conference participant
“ ”

POETS HOUSE
10 River Terrace

New York, NY 10282

Women, Creativity & Craft:
Write, Pitch, Publish

SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2018
8:30 am – 6:15 pm

Spring Big Apple



8:30 am Registration & Coffee, Tea & Pastry

9:00 am Introductions & Opening Remarks

9:15 am	 The	Narrative	Arc	in	Fiction	and	Nonfiction 
 Cathleen O'Connor 

 A Crash Course on Queries and Pitches 
 Paula Chaffee Scardamalia

11:30 am New Authors Panel & Book Signing

12:30 pm Catered Lunch

1:30 pm Agents Panel

2:30 pm What Poetry and Fiction Can Learn from Each Other 
 Yun Wei

 Meet-the-Agents Sessions

4:45 pm All Voices Open Mic 

6:15 pm Wrap-Up

Spring Big Apple
SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2018

International Women’s Writing Guild

SCHEDULE



WORKSHOPS  9:15 am

A CRASH COURSE ON QUERIES AND PITCHES
Paula Chaffee Scardamalia
www.diviningthemuse.com 

As if it isn’t challenging enough to write a book, you also have to sell it—to 
agents, editors, marketing teams, and publishers. Self-publishing? You still 
have to sell it to book reviewers, book sellers, and readers. This crash course 
provides tips to structure and write effective queries and pitches—ones that 

sell. With discussion, critique, and role play, Paula will share what makes an effective query or pitch, 
what to put in, what to leave out, and how to start building relationships with these marketing tools. 
Bring a printed copy of your query or pitch if you̕d like a critique (if time allows). Come prepared to 
learn and to laugh. 

Paula Chaffee Scardamalia, former dream consultant for PEOPLE Country Magazine, is an author, 
book coach, and dream and tarot intuitive. She has taught at small private workshops on the East Coast, 
at national and regional Romance Writers of America conferences and meetings, and at the 2014 San 
Diego University Writers’ Conference. Paula publishes a weekly e-newsletter on writing, dreams, and 
tarot, and is the award-winning author of Weaving a Woman’s Life: Spiritual Lessons from the Loom. She 
is currently under contract and at work on her book on tarot for fiction writers. 

THE NARRATIVE ARC IN FICTION AND NONFICTION
Cathleen O’Connor
www.cathleenoconnor.com

If you think the word “arc” implies a nice balanced curve, think again! The 
narrative arc is made up of the scenes and episodes in your story or memoir 
that keep the tension building and the reader glued to your book. It is the 
framework on which you build your story. In this workshop, we will explore 
four key components of the narrative arc that are vital to get you to that 
satisfying ending that every reader wants. We’ll use an example to illustrate 
the narrative arc, and then you’ll get to test the narrative arcs of your own projects. Time for writing 
and discussion will be provided.

Cathleen O’Connor, Ph.D., is an author, speaker, and intuitive coach who works with other writers. She 
is currently at work on a screenplay and romance fiction, and is co-editor of The Collection: Flash Fiction 
for Flash Memory, a special project focused on keeping the love of reading alive for those with short-
term memory loss. She is the author of 365 Days of Angel Prayers and The Everything Law of Attraction 
Dream Dictionary (Adams Media, 2010). Cathleen has been quoted in The Huffington Post and featured 
as an expert work–life balance source in various publications, including the Canadian magazine alive.



NEW AUTHORS PANEL  11:15 am

ANDRENE BONNER
Named a Motivational Teacher of the Year by the Black Scholars of Westchester, Andrene Bonner 
is an award-winning author, speaker, educator, and curriculum designer. She holds a Master of 
Science in Education, a Master of Arts in Language and Literacy, and a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre 
Arts and Dance, Acting, and Directing.

Stories to Heal Your Life So You Can Help Your Child Succeed 
Sisal Publishing, December 2017 
Unresolved issues from the past can cause parents to make poor choices when raising their 
children. All is not lost. Andrene Bonner’s inspiring stories will help parents heal emotionally, 
give them tools to solve problems with their children, and build more meaningful alliances with 
teachers.

W: www.andrenebonner.com   FB: andrenebonner   TW: @andrenebonner   IG: @iamandrenewrites

KELLY DUMAR
Kelly DuMar is a poet, playwright, and workshop facilitator from Boston. She’s the author of 
two poetry chapbooks, All These Cures (Lit House Press), and Tree of the Apple (Two of Cups 
Press). Her poems, prose, and photos are published in many literary journals, including 
Bellevue Literary Review, Tupelo Quarterly, Kindred, and Storm Cellar. Kelly founded the Our 
Voices Festival of Women Playwrights at Wellesley College, now in its eleventh year, and the 
Farm Pond Writers’ Collective, now in its third year. She’s on the board of IWWG.

Tree of the Apple: Poems & Prose 
Two of Cups Press, February 2017 
“In this beautiful cycle of lamentations, Kelly DuMar follows her father through the 
wasteland of Alzheimer’s, tracking his failing mind with the faithfulness of a daughter and a 
poet.” ~ Aimée Sands

W: www.kellydumar.com   FB: PhotoInspiredPoetry   TW: @kellydumar   IG: @kellydumar 

LISA IRISH
A chaplain and spiritual director, Lisa Irish worked with grieving individuals, groups, and 
community organizations as the Bereavement Coordinator for Yale-New Haven Hospital and 
the Hospital of St. Raphael in New Haven, CT. She writes about grief from both a professional 
and a personal point of view, drawing upon her own wisdom, varied spiritual teachings, 
and current bereavement research. In retreats and other programming, Lisa presents a 
contemplative approach that honors the both/and of life, supports healing, and encourages 
others to share their light with the world.

Grieving – The Sacred Art: Hope in the Land of Loss 
Skylight Paths Publishing, April 2018 
Grief, our built-in response to loss, is our ally when traveling through the painful Land of Loss. 
This book supports those with recent loss and provides all with a template for the losses 
yet to be. When grieving consciously, our participation creates a space for courage and hope 
to flourish. “Of all the books on grief, this is the one I would offer to a fellow soul on that 
bewildering journey through loss.” ~ Jan Phillips

W: www.lisairish.com   FB: lisairishlight   TW: @lisairishlight



JANET LOMBARDI
Janet Lombardi has written for Salon.com, Newsweek.com, Newsday, and many others. She has 
been a featured guest on more than a dozen national radio shows, appeared on a Huffington 
Post live web, and was profiled on the CNN Money website. She is the mother of two grown sons 
and lives in Rockville Centre, NY. Janet has received four artist-in-residence awards through the 
Ragdale Foundation in Lake Forest, IL. Bankruptcy: A Love Story is her first book.

Bankruptcy: A Love Story 
Heliotrope Books, June 2017 
Bankruptcy: A Love Story, a memoir, traces the story of one family’s near financial ruin after 
an attorney-husband pilfers client money and serves a year in prison. Along the way, secrets 
are revealed. As wife and mother, the narrator confronts her own desires and demons as she 
travels the road to survival and navigates questions of love and redemption.

W: www.janetlombardi.com   FB: janet.lombardi.75   TW: @lombardijanet

CATHLEEN O’CONNOR
Cathleen O’Connor, Ph.D., is a writer, speaker, teacher, coach, and intuitive who offers 
developmental editing, publishing, book-layout, and marketing services to other writers. She 
has been quoted in the Huffington Post on dreams and blogs regularly for numerologist.com. 
Cathleen’s books are The Everything Law of Attraction Dream Dictionary, 365 Days of Angel 
Prayers, and High Heels on the Hamster Wheel. She is hard at work on her first of two novels!

The Collection: Flash Fiction for Flash Memory 
Anchala Studios, LLC, March 2018 
This special anthology is the first one created for adults struggling with memory loss, their 
families, friends, and caregivers. Its 60 original flash fiction stories (500 to 750 words) carry the 
reader along a path of unexpected plots that warm the heart, give chills, and stir laughter and 
surprise. “These flash fictions are like a Polaroid image, swiftly appearing before our eyes.”  
~ Valerie Nieman, author of Hotel Worthy

W: www.cathleenoconnor.com   FB: metacathleen   TW: @cathleenoconnor   IG: @metacat322

JULIE MALONEY
Julie Maloney is the founder/director of Women Reading Aloud, a nonprofit organization 
devoted to promoting women writers. She is a trained workshop leader in the Amherst 
Writers and Artists Method and holds an MFA from the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro. As the director of WRA, she leads writing workshops throughout the year. Julie 
will return to the island of Alonnisos in September to lead her eighth writers’ retreat in 
Greece. She has also led retreats in the south of France and is planning a writing retreat in 
Prague for 2019. A Matter of Chance is her debut novel.

A Matter of Chance 
She Writes Press, April 2018 
When eight-year-old Vinni Stewart disappears, Maddy, her distraught single mother, begins 
a desperate search. Maddy’s journey leads her to a bakery in Brooklyn, where she stumbles 
upon something terrifying. The Russian Mafia warns her to stop sniffing into their business. 
Maddy must make a choice: save one child―but jeopardize saving her own. “Beautiful and 
sensitive . . . effortlessly readable.” ~ Christina Baker Kline, New York Times-bestselling author 
of Orphan Train

W: www.juliemaloney.net   FB: julie.maloney.526   TW: @juliemaloney   IG: @juliemaloneywra  



AGENTS PANEL  1:30 pm

LINDA LANGTON
Linda Langton is Founder and President of Langtons International Agency. 
Based in New York since 2001, it specializes in memoir, business, self-help, 
politics, and true crime, as well as fiction, mystery, thrillers, and women’s 
and literary fiction. The agency sold 26 books commercially in 2017 and 
has recently launched a Memoir Division to help businesses and families 
write and publish their books. Many of its successes are book-based, 
including the memoir Trumbo, by Bruce Cook, which was nominated for 

an Oscar Award and sold to Grand Central Publishing. A best selling Sherlock Holmes trilogy, Art in 
the Blood, by Bonnie MacBird, went to HarperCollins UK, and sold internationally to 17 countries. 
Three true-crime books sold for film and television rights, including Death of a Vegas Showgirl to 
Lifetime. Linda is a member of International Women’s Forum and Women’s Forum of New York, 
and is a founding and lifelong member of Chief Executive Women of Australia.

SHEILA J. LEVINE
Sheila J. Levine is a practicing attorney in New York City, where she 
represents published, self-publishing, and non-agented authors, literary 
agents, and publishers. She has an MBA from New York University and a  
JD from Fordham Law School, and is a member of the New York State 
Bar. She began her publishing career in Subsidiary Rights at Doubleday 
and then became Contracts and Copyright Manager at Popular Library, 
a paperback imprint owned by CBS. She has had her own practice in 

publishing and intellectual property law for over twenty years. She specializes in preparing, 
analyzing, and negotiating contracts, reviewing manuscripts for defamation and privacy, advising 
on copyright and trademark matters, and counseling on a diverse range of publishing and 
intellectual property law and business issues.

REGINA RYAN
Regina Ryan founded Regina Ryan Books, a Manhattan-based, independent 
literary agency, 40 years ago. She began her career as an editor at Alfred A. 
Knopf and later became editor-in-chief of Macmillan Adult Books, the first 
woman ever to hold that position in a major hardcover publishing house. 
Her strong editorial background—first as an editor and later as a book 
producer—has proven useful in helping her authors develop their projects 
in the most salable way. Her many years of experience in the business and 

her extensive contacts help her to place her authors’ books with the best houses for their projects. 
Her areas of interest include well-written narrative nonfiction, architecture, history, politics, 
natural history (especially birds), science (especially the brain), the environment, women’s issues, 
parenting, cooking, psychology, health, wellness, diet, lifestyle, sustainability, popular reference, 
and leisure activities (especially sports, narrative travel, and gardening). Her agency represents 
books that have something new to say, are well written, and will, if possible, make the world a 
better place.



WORKSHOP  2:30 pm

WHAT POETRY AND FICTION CAN LEARN  
FROM EACH OTHER
Yun Wei
http://thepomegranateway.blogspot.com

Poetry and fiction are perceived as separate and opposing forms, governed by 
different values and objectives: fiction, as leading with narrative and characterization; 
poetry, as a more effective vehicle for abstraction and the aesthetics of language. 

In this workshop, we examine how the structures and devices of one form can generate stronger work in the 
other and provide a framework for editing. We will look at how the characterization and logistics of fiction 
can sharpen the purpose of your poems, and how poetry can calibrate the voice and language of your fiction 
and act as a catalyst for experimentation. We will study the great writers who have blurred the lines between 
forms, then put techniques into practice with writing exercises.

Yun Wei received her M.F.A. in poetry from Brooklyn College and a bachelor’s degree in international relations 
from Georgetown University. Her writing awards include the Geneva Literary Prizes for Fiction and Poetry, the 
Himan Brown Poetry Fellowship, and recent nominations for the Pushcart Prize. Her fiction and poetry have 
appeared in Wigleaf, decomP Magazine, Roanoke Review, Word Riot, The Brooklyn Review, and other journals. 
For the last few years, she has been working on global health in Switzerland, where she consistently fails at 
mountain sports. 

CAROL TAYLOR
Carol Taylor is the new editorial advisor for McKinnon McIntyre, a full-service 
boutique agency that represents award-winning journalists, academics, 
novelists, graphic artists, and children’s book authors, and writers of all 
types of fiction and nonfiction. A former Random House book editor, she 
has worked in commercial publishing for over two decades. She has been an 
editor, co-author, book doctor, and ghostwriter for many of today’s top literary 
and commercial writers, noted academics, public figures, and celebrities. 

As an editorial advisor, she focuses on editorial strategy and conceptual development for McKinnon 
McIntyre clients. Carol teaches courses in publishing and the editorial process in the Publishing 
Certificate Program at City College. At New York University, she teaches courses in creative writing 
and publishing in the School of Professional Studies. She has also written ten books.



Writing from Your Life Retreat

THE ZEN OF WRITING: CLEAR SEEING, CLEAR WRITING
Susan Tiberghien
Lift the lid of our conscious minds and open our eyes. What we see 
clearing, we will write clearly. We will focus first on journal writing, 
looking for seeds for life stories, then on how to write our stories.

WRITING THE HEROINE’S JOURNEY
Maureen Murdock
More than ever, women are speaking their truth as the feminine 
demands healing. The journey entails an initial separation from 
feminine values, seeking recognition and success in a patriarchal 
culture, experiencing spiritual aridity and death, and turning inward 
to reclaim the power and spirit of the sacred feminine. 

YOUR MEMOIR AS MONOLOGUE 
Kelly DuMar
There’s beauty and meaning to mine from your life story. Artistically 
express and creatively share your life experiences through the 
medium of theatre. Learn how to write successful dramatic 
monologues that are personally meaningful, emotionally satisfying, 
and relevant and engaging for an audience.

THE MONTROSE SCHOOL
29 North Street
Medfield, MA 02052

IWWG Members • $95
Non-Members • $120
New Member Special • $135 

includes $55 annual IWWG 
membership   

Students • $45

Professional and personal insights into writing memoir, myth, and monologue, 
as well as exceptional enrichment of your creative life. Experience the gifts of 
the Guild community during our annual regional event in MetroWest Boston!

Boston
APRIL 28, 2018

Summer Conference
MUHLENBERG COLLEGE
Allentown, PA

26 presenters
Multiple registration options

JULY 6–13, 2018

     I was especially struck by 
the vibrancy of the stories. The 
desires, traumas, sass, anger. I 
realized how rare it is to see so 
many women standing on their 
own, telling their own stories—
not the stories of their families, 
no representing someone or 
apologizing for something, 
but standing in their own 
experiences, being artists.

“

”

FOR THE WOMAN AT ANY AGE, FOR THE WRITER AT ANY STAGE...

The Summer Conference is The Guild’s signature event. 
This July, we celebrate our 41st year of coming together, 
with over two dozen workshops ranging from three to 
six days in length and spanning fiction, poetry, memoir, 
creative nonfiction, screenwriting, playwriting, writing as 
performance, social justice, multi-genre, and mixed media. 

Critique sessions will be offered in fiction, poetry, 
playwriting, and nonfiction. A multimedia open studio will 
be offered on Monday night, and the week’s events will also 
include two book fairs and nightly open readings. 

The Guild, founded in 1976, is an evolving global community of women who seek personal 
and professional growth through the written word. We enrich women’s lives by empowering 
them to tell their stories and giving them ways to experience writing as craft, regardless of 
genre. We recognize the need for storytelling and invite our members into a world where 
their words and their stories matter. 

We see a world where the decibel level of each woman’s voice is raised and heard—and has 
an impact. We are committed to being the leading force in the world of women’s writing and 
a preeminent global community for women writers of every age, genre, and stage of their 
writing life. No portfolio required.

www.iwwg.org


